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There were some curious discoveries, too, in connection with
the human physiology. Flight-Lieutenant Mclntyre found that
the cumbrous and elaborate apparatus of die pilot at great
altitudes was largely unnecessary. If you have to protect equally
every part of the body, you must have a heavy helmet, a big
oxygen mask, and specially heated goggles, which means that
you cannot do your work, since you cannot turn your head or
look downward without disarranging the apparatus. On the
second flight he used a small home-made mask, a light fabric
helmet, and no goggles, and, though he climbed to 34,000 feet
and left the upper part of his face uncovered, he suffered no ill
effects. This will probably mean a revision of high-flying equip-
ment. Nothing was more remarkable than the good health of
pilots and observers after a flight. They would strip and dive and
swim in the pool at the aerodrome, which did not suggest any
danger to their hearts or blood-pressures.
I have said that the expedition was not undertaken to perform
a sensational feat, but for the most sober purposes. Yet the result
was a very considerable feat. Men, who had left their beds in the
plain a few hours before, flew over the highest mountain in
the world widiout damage or discomfort. The fact ,that it was
easily done does not detract from die merits of the undertaking.
It was pioneering, and the most careful preparation could not
rob the venture of its danger. A defect in the construction of the
machines, an error of judgment or a failure of nerve on the part
of the pilots, and die result would have been tragedy. Moreover
no one knew beforehand what the weather conditions at the
summit of Everest might be; it was possible that there might be
eddies and tourwetites there which would sweep any 'plane to
destruction. The pilots and observers deserve die credit of those
who with clear eyes face the perils of die unknown. They have
shown once again—if it needed showing—that the post-War
years have not dulled the ardour or weakened die fibre of our
youth.
While the flyers were circling round the summit of Everest
before returning to all the comforts of civilisation, the party of
climbers were slowly creeping from camp to camp up die north-

